[Histological criteria and metastasis of squamous cell carcinoma of the pinna].
According to the guidelines for cancer of the skin in the head and neck region of the German association of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck surgery squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) of the pinna are classified by using the current TNM system of skin cancer. As soon as cartilage is infiltrated, irrespective of other criteria like tumour size, SCC of the thin skin of the pinna are classified as T4 category. As therapy considerably depends on the TNM stage a review of the prognostic value of cartilage infiltration as well as other histological criteria seems to be justified. Medical records of all patients (n = 36) being operated for SCC of the pinna between August 1988 and January 2004 at our department were retrospectively analysed with regard to a statistical correlation of histological criteria, cervical lymph node metastases and prognosis. In 36 cases a histological re-evaluation could be performed on the original tumour samples (34 male symbol : 2 female symbol; average age was 76 years, with an age interval of 54 - 99 years). 26 SCC cases were smaller than 2 cm, 8 cases between 2 and 5 cm and 2 cases bigger than 5 cm of size. 36 % of SCC cases had infiltration of the auricular cartilage. Statistical analysis did not show a statistical correlation of either cartilage infiltration, tumour size bigger than 2 cm or 1 cm, tumour grading and tumour depth with regard to lymph node metastases. According to our results, cartilage infiltration as single criterion of inclusion into a T4 category should be analysed cautiously. The anatomical peculiarity of the pinna where cartilage lies directly beneath very thin skin should be taken into account. A survey of a bigger group of patients e. g. as a multicenter study would be desirable for such a rare malignancy.